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Spiritans in Ethiopia
The current famine in Ethiopia - far worse and more extensive than the 1973 one, which affected
mainly Wollo and Tigre and took 200,000 lives - has already taken 300,000 lives and, according to
TIME magazine, "relief workers expect that almost a million Ethiopians may die this year alone in what
could become the worst human disaster in recent history".
Several Spiritans are among those workers, doing what
they can to bring relief to the famine-stricken. Brother Augustine O'Keeffe, who has been in Ethiopia since 1972 and
who was literally the first to drive a truckload of relief supplies to the Wollo area in 1973, is now coordinator of the
ecumenical Christian Relief and Development Association
(CRDA), an umbrella organization for 26 relief agencies, and
is handling millions of dollars' worth of aid, seeing that it is
distributed in the most effective way possible. Fr. Kevin
Doheny, who was mainly responsible for the setting up of
CRDA in 1973 and who was welfare officer of the Catholic
Secretariat in Addis Ababa from 1972-80, is back in Ethiopia since last November and doing relief work under Cheshire-Ryder sponsorship . (Incidentally, he and his elder
brother, Fr. Michael Doheny of the Irish organization Concern, were recently featured on the British television program 'This is your life'). Fr. Jack Finucane, who also did
sterling work in Ethiopia with Concern during the earlier famine, is back there again with another Concern team.
But the famine this time is not confined to the northern
part of the country. It has also extended to the south,
where two Spiritan teams have been working since 1972.
In the Gamu Gofa area there are 80,000 people in need and
the Irish Spiritans are helping in the relief work. Their attention is given more, however, to removing the causes of famine by the development of large irrigation schemes, with the
help of organizations like Cebemo in Holland and Tr6caire in
Ireland. The famine is even worse in Sidamo, and Fr. lede
de Lange has written a harrowing description of it: "Those
nondescript grey lines of people moving along the main
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roads between distribution centres and sometimes not quite
making it. . . The presence of a borehole, a clinic, and the
mere fact of our presence make the people gravitate towards Dadim. . . They come from near and far, many of
them in bad shape. One can't simply send them away empty-handed. . . No one likes the job of selecting the poorer
from among the poor, because the hungry of today will be
the dying of tomorrow ... "

. ..

Ethiopia is the only African country never to have been
under colonial rule, apart from the Italian occupation of
1936-41. It was when this occupation ended that Spiritans
made their first contact with it, being asked by Rome to
replace the expelled Italian priests. Fr. Kevin Devenish, a
Trinidadian working in Kenya, was Pro-Vicar Apostolic of
Addis Ababa from 1943-47, and working with him were
Frs. Fitzsimmons and Watkins from Kilimanjaro and Fr. Grennan from Kenya .
This was a purely temporary arrangement, however, and
it was not until the 1968 Chapter that the Congregation considered taking up regular work in Ethiopia. After a couple of
initial surveys, two teams arrived in 1972 to work in the
south of the country : an Irish group in Gamu Gofa and a
U.S.-Dutch group in Sidamo. Fr. Harry Mullin and Br. Augustine O'Keeffe were the first of the Irish group to arrive, and
they were soon joined by Fr. John Gannon, who was group
superior till 1982, Fr. Tony Sheridan and Br. Ignatius Curry.
They made a point of working closely with the Ethiopian
Coptic (Orthodox) Church, which goes back to the 4th century (about half the country is Christian, with nearly 40%
Muslim and 10% Animist). The group at present consists of
Frs. Martin Kelly (superior), Owen Lambert, Patrick Kelly,
Brian O'Toole, John Mahon and Mr. Denis Hegarty, and they
work mainly at Arba Minch, Chencha, Jinka and Felege Neway. They have helped in the setting up of educational
facilities, even for the training of Coptic clergy, and have
devoted a lot of attention to development work, such as
health services (with the help of Mother Kevin's Sisters), and
the improvement of water supplies and agriculture .
Some 200 kms. to the south-east of Arba Minch is Dadim, where the U.S.-Dutch group is working among the Borana and Gabbra peoples, nomadic tribes who follow traditional religions. The first group consisted of Frs. Edward
Kelly (superior), William Jackson, Everhardus Nass, lede de
Lange and Robert Butt, and at work there today are Frs. lede
de Lange (superior), Vincent Stegman, Edward Marchessault
and Ton Leus. The stress here is on first evangelization, but
attention is also given to development work, trying to provide schooling and health care for the nomads. A clinic, run
by two Medical Missionaries of Mary, was opened at Dadim
in 1982, and that year also saw the first baptisms among
the Borana and the opening of a new mission station at
Doqolle. A school was opened at Doqolle in 1983.

Apart from the two teams in the south, for several years
there were three Spiritans working at the Catholic Secretariat
in Addis Ababa: Fr. Kevin Doheny, Fr. Sammy Moore, who

headed its finance department from 1976 to 1983, and Br.
Augustine O'Keeffe, who was its project officer from 1973
until he became coordinator of CRDA in 1976.

News Items
A Spiritan Bishop for Sao Tome
On 21 Dec., the Holy See
announced that His Holiness the
Pope had appointed Fr . Abflio
DE SOUSA RIBAS, C.S.Sp ., as
Bishop of Sao Tome and Principe . The islands of Sao Tome
and Prfncipe have never been
' Spiritan territory· and there are
no other Spiritans working
there . Nine Portuguese Claretian priests make up the clergy,
the only local priest being at
present out of the country .
The islands, some 300 kms .
from the coast of Gabon, have
a combined area of 964 sq .
kms . and a population of
100,000, most of whom are
Catholics. The government is
Marxist.

Visits
The following was the General Council's program of visits
for the period Dec.-March :

Mgr. Abflio Ribas

Fr. Timmermans:1-19 Dec . (France and Fr. Guiana), 27
Dec.-2 Jan. (Mauretania), 3-8 Jan. (Congo), 8-20 Jan. (Gabon), 20 Jan .-3 Feb .
(Cameroon) , 3-28 Feb. (Cent. Afr. Rep.) .
Fr. Gross:
4 Dec .-19 Jan . (Gabon), 19 Jan.-22 Feb .
(Cent . Afr. Rep.).
Fr. Torres Neiva: 2 Dec .-11 Jan. (Congo).
Fr. Ezeonyia:
1-16 Dec . (Sierra Leone and Nigeria) .
Fr. Trachtler:
1 Dec .-3 Feb. (Cameroon), 3-7 Feb . (Centr. Afr. Rep.) , 12 Feb.-12 Mar. (Brazil) .
Fr. Bevan:
1-15 Dec . (England), 15-22 Dec. (Germany), 2-5 Jan . (Puerto Rico), 5-31 Jan.
(Trinidad), l-15 Feb . (Guadeloupe), 16
Feb .-1 Mar. (Martinique) .
Fr. Watters:
1 Dec .-19 Jan . (Brazil), 19 Jan.-9 Feb .
(Paraguay), 10-23 Feb. (Brazil).

Preparation of the Constitutions

Bishop Ribas, 54, was ordained in 1957 and has worked
since then in Angola. From 1968-70 he studied catechetics
at the Catholic Institute in Paris and on his return to Angola
he held several important posts : rector of the major seminary in Luanda, district superior (1973-77), director of Radio
Ecclesia (1975-78), secretary of the Bishops' Conference
(1978-81), and rector of the interdiocesan major seminary in
Huambo (1981-84) . On 1 June 1980 he was a victim of the
guerrilla war in Angola, when the car in which he was travelling was blown up by a land mine. He received severe head
injuries and had to be hospitalized for eight months in Portugal. His left eye and left ear are still both impaired from the
injuries, but he returned to his work in Angola as soon as he
was allowed to. His ordination as a Bishop has been fixed
for 24 Feb. in Sao Tome.

By the end of 1984, 1, 154 confreres had replied to the
questionnaire on the draft of the new Constitutions (either as
an individual or as part of a group), and 252 others had sent
in comments without the questionnaire. Thus 1,406 had
replied , out of a total of 3,562. The statistical data have
been analysed by Fr. Tom Farrelly on the computer of the
Generalate's Planning Office, and during the month of January the comments were collated and analysed by a team of
four who came to the Generalate for the purpose: Frs.
J . Hogema (Holland), F. Lopes (Portugal), S. Moore (Ireland)
and A. Le FLoc'h (France). They are to be thanked for a
month of intense work that will make the next stage possible: a third draft, taking account of the comments of the
confreres. This should be ready before the end of the year.

Decisions of the General Council

Spiritan month: Sept. 1985

The General Council
• on 24 Dec., appointed Fr. Manuel DUR.A.ES BARBOSA as
Provincial Superior of Portugal for a second three-year term,
beginning on 20 May 1985;
• on 12 Jan., confirmed the election of Fr. Antonius VAN
ROOIJ as District Superior of Brazil Central for a second
three-year term, beginning on 23 Jan.

From 1-29 Sept. this year Fr. Alphonse Gilbert will direct
a recollection in Chevilly, based on Spiritan spirituality. It
will be for French-speaking confreres, but a similar month
will be held for English speakers next year. Those who wish
to take part in it this year should write to the secretariat of
the French Province, 30 Rue Lhomond, Paris 75005, or to
the Spiritan Centre at the Generalate.

Poland
First Appointments
In Oct., the General Council made the following first appointments;
ANGOLA

Domingos RUFINO (Angola)
Joao KUV ALELA (Angola)
Gabriel MBILINGI (Angola)
Philip MASSA WE (EAF)
ZAMBIA (Int. Group)
John MARANDU (EAF)
MOMBASA (EAF parish) Jerome MASSA WE (EAF)
Lucas TILISHO (EAF)
Further Studies
PARAGUAY
Esteban RUIZ MORENO (Spain)
SPAIN
Juan Antonio A Y ANZ OT ANO
(Spain)
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Every August there are pilgrimages on foot from all parts
of Poland to Our Lady of Czestochowa, and this year for the
first time Spiritans from abroad joined our Polish confreres in
a pilgrimage. The group that left Cologne by train on 1
August consisted of 31 young Spiritans (France 12, Germany 7, Ireland 6, Portugal 2, Spain 2, Belgium 1, Switzerland
1) and 21 friends of the Congregation. The following day
saw them in Gniezno, where they joined the Polish Spiritans
as part of a group of 300 from Bydgoszcz, which was one of
11 groups forming a pilgrimage of 3,300 from Gniezno.
The 300 kms. to Czestochowa were covered in ten days on
foot, in a spirit of prayer, penance and friendship, and the
participants were impressed by the encouragement they received along the way from people who brought out fruit and
drink to them and flowers for the Madonna. The pilgrims
slept in barns and at times were received by families into

their homes. They reached Czestochowa on 11 August and
took part in an open-air Mass presided over by the Archbishop of Gniezno.
After the pilgrimage the group spent a week visiting Cracow, Auschwitz, Warsaw and other places of interest, and
the last two days at the Spiritan provincialate and scholasticate in Bydgoszcz. The contact made with the Polish Province was an enriching experience for all, enabling the Polish
Spiritans to feel more in touch with the rest of the Congregation , and those from the other Provinces to get to know
something of Poland and its warm-hearted people. The experience was so successful that it is to be repeated this year
from 31 July to 17 August. (Write to : Bernard Grizard,
C.S.Sp ., 51-53 Rue Jean Bleuzen, 92170 VANVES,
France) .
The Polish Province was founded in 1921 by PolishAmerican Spiritans. It counted 42 members in 1939, but
World War II and its aftermath nearly destroyed it. It has
recently begun to grow again and today has five houses with
23 Fathers, 5 Brothers, 22 scholastics and 20 novices (of
whom 4 are for the Brothers).

European Provincials' Meeting
The European Provincials met in Montana, Switzerland,
from 6-9 Nov. This was their third meeting, the previous
ones being in Gernert, Holland (Nov. 1981) and Dublin (Nov .
1983) . Those taking part were : Frs. Cabezas (Spain), De
Lange (Holland), Duraes (Portugal), Friery (England), Gerads
(for Fr. Claus, Germany), Haas (France), Kolasny (Poland),
Mathis (Switzerland), McCarthy (Ireland) and Peeters (Belgium) . Fr. De Boer represented the General Council. Fr. R.
Maenen of Belgium was moderator, Frs. C. Etienne and V .
O'Grady secretaries, and Fr. P. Marzinkowski and Mr. T.
McGoldrick translators.
Each Provincial reported on what steps had been taken in
his Province on Justice and Peace, which had been the main
theme of the last meeting . The main point discussed in this.
meeting was how to promote and improve community life.
The new Constitutions, the care of older confreres, and help
for the Province of Poland were also among other points discussed. The next meeting was fixed for Aranda, Spain, in
October this year and will deal mainly with ongoing formation and with the new Constitutions . The Swiss Province
was thanked for its excellent hospitality, which included providing visits to Fribourg and Le Bouveret on the two days
following the meeting.

On the road to Rievaulx

The aim is to pray for vocations to the priesthood and
religious life, but the stress is on the basic Christian commitment of each one. A good deal of groundwork is done during the year with the pilgrims, who come to the Spiritan
communities and share in meals, prayer and recreation, so
that a community spirit is built up before the pilgrimage .
Uncertain weather conditions and sleeping on cold floors in
school halls are part of the penitential aspect of the walks.
The liturgy each day is carefully prepared, and barbecue parties or sing-songs round a bonfire provide relaxation in the
evening.
Several Spiritans took part in the walks last year, Fr.
Tony McKay doing all four, plus another one that he organized for younger walkers - a total of over 500 miles. A
Tanzanian Spiritan joined in two of the walks, and Spiritans
from other Provinces would also be welcome. Plans for this
summer include one from Bickley to Canterbury. It may be
noted that Fr. Mike Barrington, who was one of the organizers of the first Carfin walk , is now in Puerto Rico and he
recently organized his second successful ' caminata · along
the same lines there.

Puerto Rico

The Christmas season saw a new approach to vocations
recruitment in the Province, with billboards and buses carrying posters of a Santa Claus with a Roman collar, surrounded
by smiling children , and the caption : "A lifetime of spreading joy. Join us ... the Spiritans " . The campaign stirred up
a certain amount of interest, even receiving comments in the
secular press.

Two confreres have received appointments from the Holy
See recently. On 9 Oct., Fr. Robert Graves was appointed
National Director of the Pontifical Mission-Aid Societies, succeeding Fr. Edward Wolfe, who died in Aug. 1983. Fr.
Graves, 61, was born in Worcester, Mass., and has worked
in Puerto Rico since his ordination in 1950. Fr. Tosello
Giangiacomo ·has been named President of the Catholic University of Puerto Rico, Ponce. Aged 65 , he was born in Italy
but was brought up in the United States. He has worked in
Puerto Rico since 1949 and at the university since 1960.
He was named Acting President last March and President in
November. Two novices (as well as one from Trinidad)
were professed at Dorado last August, bringing the number
of theologians in the Foundation to nine.

England

Kwara-Benue

Youth pilgrimages on foot have become an increasingly
important part of the work of the vocations team. They
started in 1981, when the Carfin community organized a pilgrimage to St. Ninian's cave, Whithorn, the birthplace of
Christianity in Scotland. This pilgrimage, of 120 miles and
taking six days, has been held each year for the past four
years, with 60-70 young people taking part . In 1982 a second pilgrimage was added: from Jarrow to Lindisfarne, both
sites of famous early abbeys in north-east England. In JulyAugust 1984, there were no fewer than four pilgrimages :
the above two, -plus one from our Helmshore community,
north of Manchester, to the ruins of the 12th-century Cistercian abbey of Rievaulx, and one from Pluscarden Abbey, in
north-east Scotland, to Aberdeen . All were over 100 miles
and took 5-6 days. A total of nearly 200 young people
took part.

Later this year our Province of Nigeria will be celebrating
the centenary of the arrival of the Spiritans in Nigeria, but
already last year the Diocese of Lokoja, in which Spiritans
from the Canadian Province work, celebrated the centenary
of the arrival of its first missionaries : the S.M .A. Fathers.
The celebrations opened with a solemn Mass in Lokoja on
11 Nov. and will continue until 2 June. Bishop Mahony of
llorin and Fr. Leopold Grimard, C.S .Sp., former Prefect ·
Apostolic of ldah, were among the concelebrants at the
Mass on 11 Nov., and, in his homily, Bishop Alexis Makozi
of Lokoja traced the history of the Diocese.

U.S.A. East

It was in November 1884 that Frs. Poirier, Piolat and Fior- ·
entini, S.M.A., arrived in Lokoja, which became the base of
the Prefecture of the Upper Niger, with Fr. Poirier as Prefect
Apostolic. The Anglicans had already been there for 20
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years and it speaks well for the ecumenism of the time that
the Anglican Bishop, Samuel Crowther, allowed the Catholics to share his church building for many years. The missionaries later moved their headquarters down the Niger to
Asaba (opposite Onitsha) and the area became part of Benin
Diocese.
In 1955 the Prefecture of Kabba, based on Lokoja, was
set up and entrusted to the Canadian Spiritans, with Mgr.
Auguste Delisle as Prefect Apostolic. It became a diocese,
under the name of Lokoja, in 1964, and Bishop Delisle was
consecrated on 24 August that year. The cathedral was
also built that year by Fr. Antonio Masse. The first two
local ordinations took place in 1961, and since then the Diocese has produced 2 Bishops (including the Auxiliary Bishop
of llorin), 13 priests, 4 permanent deacons and 12 sisters.
Bishop Makozi became Auxiliary Bishop in 1971 and the following year succeeded Bishop Delisle, who continues his
missionary work in Chile. Bishop Makozi, in his homily, paid
tribute to "Bishop Delisle and his zealous Canadian priests"
for the "dynamism and progress" they brought to the
Church in the region. There are still 12 Spiritans working in
the District of Kwara-Benue (the Dioceses of Lokoja and
ldah) under Fr. Fernando Cote, who succeeded Fr. Rheaume
Saint-Louis as superior last year.

Senegal
About 20 pilgrims from Senegal made the trip to Rome
for the beatification of Fr. Brottier on 25 Nov. Back in Senegal, there was a function in honour of Fr. Brottier in a Dakar
theatre on 14 Dec., a Mass in the Dakar cathedral on 16
Dec., and a Mass in the Saint-Louis cathedral on 23 Dec.
Also in Rome for the beatification, and returning to Senegal after it, was Mgr. Clement Cailleau, Prefect Apostolic of
Tambacounda. Mgr. Cailleau had been in France ever since a
serious car accident on 15 April 1983, in which he fractured
his skull as well as several ribs. He was in a coma for three
months in a Paris hospital, and was then in hospital in
Angers for another three months. The doctors had not
thought that his brain would function again for lack of oxygen, but he has made a full recovery, which he attributes to
the intercession of the Ven. Libermann.

Kongolo
On 30 Dec. the Diocese of Kongolo held a double celebration: the 75th anniversary of the arrival of the first missionaries (cf. Spiritan News, Aug.-Oct. 1984) and the consecration of its new cathedral. The original cathedral had been
pulled down in 1943, and since then a temporary church had
had to serve as cathedral. The new cathedral, whose foundation stone was laid on 15 April 1984, is 40 metres long
and can hold 1,000 people seated or 2,000 standing. Built
on a hill in the middle of Kongolo, it dominates the town with
its twin towers. Among the guests at the celebration were
Fr. Remi Peeters, Provincial of Belgium, and Fr. Josef Kolasny, Provincial of Poland, who did a two-month tour together
of our missions in Za"ire.

Southern Africa
1984 marked the 60th anniversary of the presence of
Spiritans in the Diocese of Bethlehem, South Africa, and a
special Mass to commemorate this was held at the Spiritan
headquarters at Glen Ash on 12 Sept. Cardinal Owen
McCann of Cape Town presided, the Apostolic Delegate
Archbishop Edward Cassidy gave the homily, and Bishop
Bucher of Bethlehem and three other bishops were among
the 30 concelebrants, who also included Fr. Albert Claus,
Provincial of Germany, and the District Superior, Fr. Gerhard
Steffen.
At a function after the Mass, Fr. Franz Moldan traced the
history of the Diocese. German Spiritans arrived in 1924 to
run the new Prefecture Apostolic of Kroonstad, under Mgr.

Leo Klerlein, C.S.Sp. At the time there were only 821 Catholics. In 1935 the Prefecture became a Vicariate and Mgr.
Klerlein was ordained Bishop. In 1948 the Vicariate was
divided into the Vicariates of Kroonstad and Bethlehem, with
Kroonstad being entrusted to Dutch Dominicans and the
Spiritans staying on in Bethlehem. Each area had about
10,000 Catholics. At the end of the year Bishop Klerlein
stepped down and Bishop Peter Kelleter, C.S.Sp., replaced
him in 1950. A year later Bethlehem was made a full diocese. The work developed and today the diocese has about
65,000 Catholics.
In 1975 Bishop Kelleter resigned because of failing
health, and two years later a non-Spiritan, Bishop Hubert
Bucher, was named to succeed him. Eighteen Spiritans
serve in the Diocese at present, along with other priests, and
the first South African Spiritan candidate, Mr. Michael Sibeko, made his profession last year. Eighty-four Spiritans,
nearly all from the German Province, have served in Kroonstad or Bethlehem during the past 60 years.

East African Foundation
The Foundation had the sorrow of losing one of its philosophy students recently. John Waraga, a Kikuyu from
Nairobi, started his philosophy in the Congregation in August
1983. Early in 1984 he began to have pains in his right leg
and in July it was diagnosed as cancer. It became generalized and he died at his family's home in Nairobi on 25
November.

Jubilarians
70 Years of Profession:
21 June : Br. Pantaleon DENEKE (Germany).
60 Years of Profession:
3 Feb. : Br. Laurentius EBLER (Germany).
12 Apr. : Fr. Richard KREUTER (Germany).
21 June : Br. Gottwald OFFER (Germany).
60 Years of Priesthood:
19 Apr. : Fr. Wilhelm MEUTHEN (Germany).
50 Years a Bishop:
25 Apr. : Mgr. Fran9ois de LANGAVANT (France).
50 Years of Profession:
16 May : Brs. Jacobus REINT JES and Pontianus van
ROODEN (Holland), Br. Lodewijk SCHOL TEN
(Amazonia).
50 Years of Priesthood:
28 Apr. : Bishop Peter KELLETER (Sthn Africa), Frs. Wilhelm HANSEN and Heinrich RATH (Germany),
Frs. Kornelius KNIEBELER and Josef SCHNEIDER
(Brazil South).
23 June : Frs. Daniel CARRON and John JORDAN (Ireland),
Fr. Martin O'DWYER (Trinidad).
35 Years a Bishop:
29 June : Mgr. Peter KELLETER (Sthn Africa).
30 June : Mgr. Michel BERNARD (France).

Our Dead
15 Dec.
18 Dec.

Fr. Louis RITZ (France), 74.
Fr. John HAMPSON (Ireland/Long Island), 74.

2
8
30
30

Fr.
Fr.
Fr.
Fr.

(72 deaths in 1984)
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.
Jan.

Antoine KLEIN (France), 66.
Gerardus SCHEERDER (Holland), 80.
Peadar KELLY (Ireland), 75.
Thomas MURRAY (England), 63.
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